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What i1s GPS?

Global Positioning System
Satellite based radio navigation system

Conceptualized by the Department of
Defense in the 1970s

First military satellites launched in 1978

Originally used to accurately position
ballistic missile submarines before launch






What i1s GPS?

24 NAVSTAR Satellites orbiting the earth In
6 different orbits

Five ground stations align satellites
NAVSTAR satellites orbit at 10,900 miles
Satellites are 2 tons and over 15 feet long
Orbit the earth in 12hours



Transition into civilian use

Satellite system information declassified by President
Ronald Reagan in 1983.

On May 1, 2000the GPS signal degradation called
Select Avallability (SA) was removed, thanks to a law
signed by President Bill Clinton.

The change allowed GPS units owned by civilians to
now be accurate to within 6 feet.

In times of National eAm‘erzency the United States =~
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Geocache Beginnings

On May 349 2000, the first cache was hidden in Oregon.

Mike Teague, the first to find it, built a web page to
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Jeremy Irish, the current operator of the Geocaching.com,
expanded the ideaand named OCAT AAAEET C6



referring to " to find a
locations on earth hidden treasure

A geocache is placed at an
Interesting location either
In the woods (hard to

find) or in an urban
location

The containers are usually
well hidden but should
never be buried




What is Geocaching?
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Contailners of various sizes hidden In various
locations
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Coordinates uploaded to a computer management
system or database






What are we looking for?









